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Robert Curto—SO-HR                                                            

Division 9—(Fort Myers Beach, 

North Port,  Naples, Franklin 

Lock, Marco Island, Wiggins 

Pass, Charlotte Harbor, Cape 

Haze, Ft. Myers & Cape Coral)       

Sharon Breece,  SO-HR                                                                    

Division 17— (South Brevard,                    

Central Brevard, North Bre-

vard, Osceola, Winter Park)                                                                           

Bob Deleon SO-HR                                              

Division 2—(Augusta, Lake Al-

latoona, Northeast Georgia, 

Hartwell Lake, Central Georgia 

Lakes, Lake Lanier) 

Belkys Cuevas_Aviles, SO-HR                                              

Division 1—(Entire Puerto Rico) 

Sandy Goldberg SO-HR  -          

Division 3—(Ft. Lauderdale,   

Pompano Beach, Boca Raton, 

Lighthouse Point, Plantation,   

Dania Beach) 

Gil Thomas, ADSO--HR                                                                 

Division 7— (St. Petersburg, 

Brandon, Apollo Beach, Polk 

County, St. Pete Beach, Tampa, 

Gulfport)   

Robert Hess, SO-HR—                           

Division 5— (The Palm Beaches, 

Jupiter, Delray-Boynton Beach, 

Vero Beach/Sebastian, Ft. Pierce)                                                                    

Patricia Femia,  SO-HR                                                       

Division 4— (Lake County,               

Daytona Beach, Sanford, New 

Smyrna)     

Fred Ross, SO-HR  Division 6— 

(Homestead,   Coconut Grove,  

Miami South,  Coral Gables, 

Opalocka, North Bay, Miami)    

Ron Mills, SO-HR                                                      

Division 8— (Manatee, Longboat 

Key, Sarasota, Venice,                        

Englewood) 

Chris Poulos, SO-HR                                                            

Division 10— (Port Royal Sound, 

Savannah,  St. Simons Island,        

Hilton Head/Bluffton)     

Stephan Bielawski  DCDR -                            

Division 11— (Clearwater, New 

Port  Richey, Hudson, Tarpon 

Springs, Dunedin) 

Jim Nelson, SO-HR                                                                    

Division 12— (Inland Sea Lake 

Marion, Lake Murray, Central 

Grand Strand, East Cooper, 

Charleston, Georgetown) 

Dorothy Cain, SO-HR  Division 

13— (Key West, Marathon, Big 

Pine Key, Ocean Reef, Upper 

Keys) 

John Herald— SO-HR                                                                    

Division 14— (Amelia Island,              

Arlington, Jacksonville Beach, 

St. Augustine, Jacksonville) 

SO-HR  Division 15,                                                                            

(Crystal River, Ocala,                   

Homosassa, Hernando Beach) 

                                                                   

Karl Peterson, SO-HR                                                                  

Division 16— (St. John, US Vir-

gin Islands) 



April 1—June 30 2024 

Division 9 

Armas, Lourdes 
Borek, Paul 
Bruce, Joshua 
Brungardt, Curtis 
DeLeo, Charles 
DuBlois, Hayden 
Frisone, James 
Frisone, Patricia 
Jojola, Jennifer 

Division 8 

Rickner, Wayne 
Schubauer, Matthew 
Swierad, Richard 

Division 11 

Cantwell, Raymond 
Cantwell, Richard 
Dudley, Morgan 
Fulton, Cash 
Lakitis, Xiaobing 
Menear, Perry 

Division 12  

Ben Easley 
Drackwicz, Bernard 
Elmore, William 
Fascenda, Girard 
Kushdilian, Dikran 
Lee, Chapman 
Meserve, Ronald 
Oryell, Haley 
Parker, Ellen 
Scola, Thomas 
Torres, Lindsey 

Adak Demir, Alexander 
Dobbs, Scott 
Kasun, David 
Sheinberg, Rubin 
Sheinberg, Teresa 
Vorpe, Ronald 

Division 14 

Division 13 

Bovon, Risaya 
Goley, Christopher 
Heberer, Paul 
Helwig, David  
Mortrude, Stuart 
Puccetti, Gregory 
Sutton, Nicholas 

Division 15 

Austin, Kristi 
Dowdy, Cassandra 
Mandra, John 

Division 17 

Maggio, Patrick 

Conti, Caroline 
McLendon, Larry 
Schwock, Spencer 
Whiddon, Virginia 

Division 2 

Division 3 

Barrett, William Sr 
Braganza, Gary 
Rodriguez, Katherine 

Division 6 

Hildago, Jean 
Lipskar, Eliyahu 
Olowoyo, Oluwaseun 
Santiago, Raul 

Division 5 

Blankenship, Daniel 
Rebecca Cohen 
Richard Cohen 
Dunne, James 
Evans Douglas 
Mahoney, Kevin 
Meranda, Carmen 
Reuter, Candie       
Sorenson, Garry  
Stabile, Ethan 

Division 7 

Cintron, Susan 
Lucas, Edward 
Pham, Vy 
Recto, Ramon 
Warner, Jeffrey 
Woods, Charles 

Frisone, Patricia 
Jojola, Jennifer 
Labore, Cynthia 
Langan, Vincent 
Orr, Thomas 
Surma, Diane 

Division 9 



Takes pleasure in conferring to:                   

Department of Homeland Security 

April 1 to June 30 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 
In recognition of significant contributions and devoted service to the organization and 

its boating safety programs. 

in the 

Members                      Flotillas      Service Years  

Ross Krist  22 42 

Julius Nagy  17-2 35 

Olga Pagan  12 26 

Donald Lloyd  72 23  

Edward Skelly  25 23         

Antonio Quesada  25 21 

Welch, Marshall  65 21 

Kevin Cady  72 20       

Robert Schneider  86 20 

Joshua Morowitz  25 18 

John Gaston  15-3 17       

Frederick Gless  36 17 

Diane Adam  13-3 16 

James Adam  13-3 16 

Lynn Gardner  59 16 

Richard Podell  51 16 

James Smith  17-2 16 



Your long-standing service is acknowledged and appreciated.   

Thank you 

Name           Flotilla   Enrollment Date 

Barry Porter          72   13 November 1959 

Robert Strong           14-8   23 June 1964 

William Benson          44   26 June 1964                             

Commodore Henry Pratt            10-11                          9 September 1964 

Philip Tallon               14-2   30 January 1968 

Thomas McColough              9-10   3 June 1968 

Judith Davis           14-4   23 April 1968 

Roger Kish              58   10 September 1970                        

Karen Pitts              84    30 October 1972 

Herbert Hauser             36    11 January 1973 

Susan Cummings    22    19 April 1973 

Lusterman, Charles   54    20 June 1973                              

William Sorrentino   44     1 August 1973 

Koenecke, Ronald   56     3 October 1973                               

Richard Stephenson   43     6 November 1973 

Calvin Gordon    44     1 March 1974 



Sunset and evening star                                                                                 

And one clear call for me!                                                              

And may there be no moaning of the bar,                                                                                      

      When I put out to sea,                                                         

But such a tide as moving seems asleep,                                   

Too full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the  boundless deep                        

Twilight and evening bell, 

And after that the dark!                                                                   

And may there be no sadness of farewell, 

When I embark;                                                                                                               

For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place 

The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 

When I have crossed the bar.  

By Alfred Lord Tennyson 

           PLEASE NOTE   

A DECEASED MEMBER CAN ONLY BE HONORED IF AN ANSC 7035 FORM IS 

SUBMITTED TO THE D7 HELP DESK INDICATING HIS/HER PASSING. 

Lazaro Diaz 
Flotilla 1-12 

Muhlis Kaya 
Flotilla 95 

George Kartsimas 
Flotilla 93 

James Farley Jr 
Flotilla 22 

John Riley 
Flotilla 11-1 

Harold Westover 
Flotilla 14-7 

Thomas Franz 
Flotilla 15-1 

Alden Curcio 
Flotilla 29 

Melvyn Borofsky 
Flotilla 43 

Roy Hillman 
Flotilla 65 

Randol Brunson 
Flotilla 14-7 

James Thompson 
Flotilla 17-11 

Ira Reese 
Flotilla 17-10 

James Pinkston 
Flotilla 38 



Shortly, it will be that time of the year when the dues notices go out and we begin 

disenrolling members. 

In order to assist with this, I will be conducting three ANSC 7035/7056 webinars on 

July 16, 17 and 18.  Please put aside these dates.  I will be sending out notices for you 

to reply when you plan to attend. 

As it would be for your benefit, I would make every effort to attend one of these 

meetings. 





If Possible,  
Submit with ID  
Card Scanned Here 



EMAIL TO DECEASED NEXT OF KIN TO RETRIEVE AUXILIARY 
ID CARD Created by Robert DiPaolo, FSO-FN Flotilla 52 

 

Dear (Name of Next of Kin) 

We apologize for this request during your difficult time but the Flotilla 
Commander of (Flotilla #) has assigned me the uncomfortable task of 
contacting the family of (first name of deceased) for the purpose 
of retrieving (first name of deceased) USCG Auxiliary ID card. If you 
are in possession of the card, despite its condition, we are requesting 
the card be returned to: 

 

(Name and address of FC)  

If the card is not available, please email reply to (email address of FC) 
and indicate “LOST “.  We will record that as being the case for            
nonreturn.  

 Under the USCG US Code, we are required to request return of USCG 
Auxiliary ID cards, which remain property of the USCG, after                
expiration of membership for whatever reason.  

 

 Again, we apologize for this inconvenience to you and family.  

With deepest respect, 



All transfers are to be submitted with the ANSC 7056 only 











 





















“In a Nutshell” by Past Division 11 Commander—Jesse Scott 



Flotilla 11-1 Clearwater conducted their June 2024 Boat America class via Zoom. The flotilla has decided 
to alternate classes between in-person and Zoom to accommodate a mix of students. The June class had 
16 students—one was under the age of 17. Seven were born after January 1, 1988, but most were taking 
the course to learn or improve their boating skills, not because they were mandated to take it by Florida 
law. 

You might wonder why we're discussing a Boat America class in a human resources publication. The 
reason is compelling: ten of these students are set to join the Coast Guard Auxiliary, representing over 
60% of the class! How did this happen? 

Interestingly enough, six of the registered students were the result of one of our published newspaper 
articles. Several others were there from word of mouth. Additionally, others Googled or otherwise 
looked up the class on the web. 

Two new member prospects attended the class to start their application journey, scoring a perfect 100%. 
Speaking of scores, the class performed admirably, with eleven students achieving a perfect score, four 
scoring 98% and one scoring 85%. The class was very attentive and asked lots of questions.  

Finally, four students from the Winter Springs area are interested in joining the CG Auxiliary, and we 
have put them in contact with the SO-HR for Division 17. Here’s what one of our students wrote (and he 
isn’t even in the count of 10 prospective members!): 

June 30, 2024 

Hi Karen - 

I filled out the post-class evaluation survey but wanted to make sure you were aware of how im-
pressed we were with you, Tim, Stephan, Rick, and Dick. You all did an excellent job presenting the 
material in a very understandable and relatable manner. And your leadership for the two days kept 
us on track and brought it all together. You also have the patience of a saint. Your course truly made 
us feel so much more comfortable (and aware) as we begin to increase our on-water experiences. 

Please pass along our thanks to all the presenters - they did a great job. They all had their own styles, 
but they handled their sections so smoothly - so informative. 

On a separate note, you all had so much enthusiasm about participating in USCG Auxiliary I will 
reach out to you as to what is involved to volunteer. I would love to learn more and also volunteer in 
some way - as a crew or helper due to my limited experience. 

In any event, thanks so much for all that you and your team does - you all certainly have an impact. 

Thanks, 

Mark 

Submitted by  Karen Miller,            
FC, FSO Public Education 



By Brenda Cain, Cleveland.com 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — War heroes come in all shapes and sizes – and species. 

But when Clevelander Bill Wynne bought a Yorkshire Terrier -- that weighed 4 pounds and stood just-

seven inches high -- for $6, he never expected his tiny pup would save lives during  World War II. 

Smoky became the first dog to be honored with the Animals in War & Peace Distinguished Service 
Medal in a ceremony Wednesday in Washington. She was recognized for her “exceptionally                 
meritorious service to our nation in a duty of great responsibility.” The award was accepted by Anna 
Wynne, Wynne’s granddaughter, on her 14th birthday. 

The medal is the highest award American animals can receive, thanks to   House            
Resolution 935 — which was passed in February — to “recognize the roles and                  
contributions of United States service animals and their valiant human handlers for 
bravery and  acknowledging their valor and meritorious achievements. ”This medal,           
presented to Smoky, is the first medal of its kind to be bestowed upon a dog thanks to House Resolution 
935 (Photo courtesy Animals in War & Peace)   

Why Smoky? 

“Smoky was so special and so unique,” said Robin Hutton, president of Angels Without Wings and       
Animals in War & Peace, and the creator of the medals. “It was out of character for such a little Yorkie 
to play such a big role under combat conditions. We just never know what an animal will do to             
perform an act of service. 

“They have no choice — no voice — but serve just as valiantly as the men and women they served 
alongside. This little pup played a wonderfully large role for our men and women in the South Pacific 
theater.” 

Smoky served with Wynne’s 5th Air Force, 26th Photo Reconnaissance Squadron. Found in an          
abandoned foxhole in New Guinea, Smoky spent two years backpacking through the jungle with 
Wynne. She slept in his tent and shared his rations. Smoky participated in twelve air -sea rescue and 
photo reconnaissance missions. She survived 150 air raids on New Guinea and made it through a        
typhoon on Okinawa. Wynne credited her with saving his life, and the lives of others by warning the 
soldiers of incoming fire. 

But the little dog gained hero status when she helped engineers build an airbase at  Lingayen Gulf,         
Luzon, a crucial airfield for Allied war planes. Early in the campaign, Signal Corps engineers needed 
to run a communications wire through a 70-foot-long pipe that was only eight inches in diameter. The 
soil had sifted through the corrugated sections at the pipe joints, filling as much as half of the pipe, 
and giving Smoky only four inches of headway in some places.  

Smoky’s work saved approximately 250 ground crewmen from having to move around forty U.S.         
fighters and reconnaissance planes, while a construction detail dug up the taxiway. The work would 
have placed the men and the planes in danger from enemy bombings. What would have been a           
dangerous three-day digging task to place the wire was instead completed in minutes  

Smoky helped engineers build an airbase at Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, a crucial airfield for Allied war 
planes. Early in the campaign, Signal Corps engineers needed to run a communications wire through a 
70-foot-long pipe, that was only eight-inches in diameter. Soil had sifted through the corrugated sec-
tions at the pipe joints, filling as much as half of the pipe, and giving Smoky only four-inches of         
headway in some places. (Photo courtesy Smoky War Dog LLC)  

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii
https://www.smokywardog.com/home
https://animalsinwarandpeace.org/
https://animalsinwarandpeace.org/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/935/text?r=1&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/935/text?r=1&s=2


“We don’t think of the 022 in war, but what they have done is truly stunning,” she               explained. 
“The soldiers they serve with become their ‘pack,’ so they do these fierce feats because they want to 
please and out of love and devotion they have for their handler. They prove themselves time and time 
again.” 

First therapy dog 

In their downtime, Wynne taught Smoky several hundred tricks, which the pair used to entertain           
soldiers in their unit, and on visits to the wounded and sick soldiers in hospitals from Australia to         
Korea during the war. According to Animal Planet research, Smoky is the first therapy dog on record. 

Smoky’s ability to cheer patients in military 

+ hospitals was discovered when Wynne came down with Dengue Fever. His tent-mate smuggled the 
dog into the field hospital in the hopes that seeing his beloved pet would give Wynne more determina-
tion to fight off the disease. The little dog’s presence not only helped Wynne, but other soldiers on his 
ward, who began to show signs of improvement after she accompanied nurses on rounds.  

Wynne, who died in April, 2021, often told the story of a soldier who was suffering so badly from PTSD 
(then known as shell shock) who had not spoken or even reacted to others, in months. When a nurse 
placed Smoky in his lap, the soldier immediately smiled and began communicating.  

Her visits were soon approved by Dr. Charles Mayo, then the commanding officer of the hospital.  

Wynne had to smuggle the dog aboard a ship to bring Smoky back to Cleveland, where he found work as 
a photojournalist for the Cleveland Plain Dealer and as a research photographer for NASA. 

Hutton believes that is why Bill, and thousands of soldiers like him, fight to bring the animals they find 
during war home with them. 

“They have been through so much together. They have been partners. They know what each other went 
through, and they are able to help heal one another,” she said. 

Here at home, the two became a staple on WKYC’s Sunday morning children’s show “Castles in the Sky” 
in the 1940s and ‘50s, and Smoky entertained at VA hospitals, nursing homes, schools and fairs across 
the nation until her sudden death in 1957. 

Wynne buried his beloved pet in an WWII ammo box beneath a tree in the  Rocky River Reservation of 
the Cleveland Metroparks – the same tree he, and his wife, Margie, carved their initials and a heart into 
when they became engaged before the war.  

Her remains were transferred to the base of  a monument to the Yorkie, and “All Dogs of War,” erected 
in 2005  

https://www.animalplanet.com/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/the-story-of-smoky-the-first-therapy-dog/
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/dengue-fever/symptoms-causes/syc-20353078


1.  The first day of summer is the summer solstice which means “stilled” or “stopped” 
sun.  

2.  When it is summer in the northern hemisphere, it is winter in the southern              
hemisphere.   

3.  The Eiffel Tower grows by six inches in the summer due to thermal expansion. 

4.  The Hollywood sign in Los Angeles once said "Hollywoodland" but was changed in 
1949 to reflect the name of the area instead of the Hollywoodland housing                    
development. 

5.  Saint Lucia, located in the Caribbean, is the only country in the world that's named 
after a woman. 

6.  Gatorade was  invented at the University of Florida  and was named after the school's       
mascot, the Gators. The university receives an estimated 20 million  from the         
company every year. 

7.  If you put a grape in the microwave, it will explode. If you put two grapes in the       
microwave, you'll create a fireball.  
Nails  grow faster in the summer  because of increased vitamin exposure.  

8. Nails  grow faster in the summer  because of increased vitamin exposure.  

9. Talk about quick thinking, information travels up to  350 miles per hour  in the brain.  

10.You're  taller in the morning  than at night. This is because our cartilage compresses  
and makes us a bit shorter over the course of the day.   

11.Massachusetts became the first state to make the 4th of July an official state holiday 
in 1781.   

12.The  first July 4 celebration  that took place at the White House was in 1801, hosted by 
Thomas Jefferson  

13.Americans typically eat 150 million hot dogs on Independence Day.  

14.Three U.S. presidents have died on July 4: Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and   
James Monroe. 

15.The Liberty Bell in Philadelphia is tapped 13 times every July 4th in honor of the 
original 13 colonies. 


